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John was just 31 years old; he was a new father, and a dedicated Christian. He seemed to have everything going for him. John had a great family, a beautiful wife, and he loved them dearly. 
One day on his way to work John was met head on by a drunk driver who swerved into the opposite lane of traffic; John died instantly leaving a family alone and devastated. 

Connie was a godly young woman. She was faithful and involved in church. She was a loving mother of three children when she found out she was pregnant again. 
She prayed and prayed for her baby to be born healthy, but when her son was born he was born with downs syndrome, leaving Connie devastated. 

Jan was in College, she was studying to be a doctor. She had everything going for her. She wasn’t your typical college student. 
She wasn’t wild and crazy, she was studious and smart. Everyone loved Jan. Jan had never had a boyfriend, in fact she had never kissed a guy, and she was saving herself for her husband. 
Finally, she met the guy of her dreams, and they were engaged to be married. She was out shopping for her wedding dress, and she was attacked on her way to her car and she was raped. 
All her innocence that she had been saving for her husband was taken away by some wicked man. This left her and her family devastated. 

Tony was a young preacher with a family. He had a lot of promise, and he had a passion for the Lord. Tony was only 33 years old. He was in great health; in fact he worked out every day. 
One day when Tony was out, he just collapsed and died. No one knows why, his heart just stopped beating, leaving a wife, a family and kids, helpless, unprepared, and devastated. 

We all could tell stories like these, couldn’t we? 
We could all tell stories of bad things happening to good people. 
No matter how spiritual or how in tune with God we may be at times we are all left wondering, why? 

Wars, terrorist attacks, tsunamis, hurricanes, famines, earth quacks, cancer, abortion, human trafficking, family breakdowns, and more, people are left without husbands, wives, children and parents. 
We’re left to ask why. Do you ever ask the same question? 
Why do bad things happen to good people? 
Or more to the point, why did this happen to me or to someone I love?
It’s one thing to ask why bad things happen in the world in general. But, it is a whole different story when it happens to you personally.
From our human view point the world would be a better place if bad things only happened to bad people, people who somehow deserve it. 
The sad thing is we live in a world in which we are not immune from pain and suffering, sin and consequences. 
But remember what Jesus said in John 16:33: “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

I. There must be no God

Some people respond to the pain and suffering in the world and in their lives by concluding that there must not be a God. 

They follow this line of reasoning:

The God of the Bible is described as being all good and all powerful.

If a good God is all powerful, then an all good all powerful God must stop evil from happening before it ever happened.

Yet evil exist. 

So, if God can stop evil but doesn’t than he is not all good.

Or if He would stop evil but can’t then he really is not all powerful. 
In either case God is not really God after all, at least not the God described in the Bible.

Frist of all, by making a judgment call that states that one act is good while another is evil is in itself is a bases for the argument for the existence of God.
In order to call something good one needs a standard to judge its “goodness.” The ultimate standard then would be God himself.
Likewise if there is no God as the atheist would have us believe then we are nothing more the result of Darwinian processes of survival of the fittest. 
Death and disease can be viewed as nothing more than the thinning of the herd so the more fit will have better chances to continue to evolve. 

Remember the old Wild Kingdom show when the wildebeest were dinking along the river bank. When the crocodile attacks the other wildebeest jump for a second and then return to drinking water. 

The danger has passed, and there is no remorse or since of outrage at the crock. No, it’s natural; it’s just survival of the fittest.

But there is something in us, as humans that when we see death, destruction, sin and sorrow we respond. We have a reaction.

We tend to think or have been taught that death, disease, and disasters are natural, a part of life. NO! They are not natural. They are not a part of the way God intended things to be.
Death, disease and disasters are a consequence of the fall, of sin entering into the world and the ongoing work of Satan. 
Much of the suffering we see is just that, the result of living in a fallen world.

But here’s the good news. Death, disease, and disasters will one day all be done away with. In the new heaven and the new earth there will no longer be sin or its effects. 

Death and disease, sorrow and pain will come to an end.

But until then, what do we do? How do we live in face of such pain and sorrow?

II. Who do we blame for our suffering?

I have a good friend whose wife is in advanced stages of Alzheimer’s. The last time we visited him he kept saying that God took Carol from him.

In my head I wanted to tell him that the Alzheimer’s disease took her not God. God doesn’t cause evil, but allows it to accomplish his ultimate purposes and He will help you and sustain you through it. 
I know for Bill, right now, where he is there is little difference, either way Carol’s mind is gone and he is left asking why.

Why do bad things happen? We live in a fallen world.

In John 9:1-3 we read:
“As he [that is, Jesus] went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” 

This man was born blind, not because of sin, but so that God could show his power through Jesus. 

A lot of a time we try to find someone to blame for everything that is going on, when in reality sometimes things just happen as a result of living in a fallen world. 
But!

III. Isn’t there someone I can blame?
In my Bible reading schedule I just happened to be in Job this week. 

(Whenever I get to Job I tend to read much faster for fear that I might have my own Job like experience.)

Job, you might remember, is a righteous man, a man who is committed to following God. Job has been blessed by God with children, financial security and a good name among his countrymen.
But then, unbeknownst to Job and his friends, Satan goes before the God and gives a challenge. Satan says that Job only serves the Lord because he has been so blessed, but that if God removed the blessings Job would curse God.
So God withdraws his protection and tells Satan that he can do what he wants but that he can’t touch Job himself.

In one day, Satan causes the death of Job’s children; his herds are taken away as well as the crops in his fields. He loses everything.
Job is left with nothing but he and his wife.

Still Job remains faithful and keeps his trust in God. Satan then goes back to God with a second challenge saying ok let me at him and this time he will course you.
So God gives Satan permission so long as he doesn’t take Job’s life. 
Satan than brings painful boils all over Job’s body. Job’s wife is so broken by all this that she tells him to get it over with, course God and die.

It’s just about then that Job gets a visit by three of his “friends”. 
Then for the bulk of the book a Job with get this exchange between Job and his friends.
Basically they contend that God blesses the righteous and brings calamity on the unjust. 
So Job friends tell him that he should man-up, confess his sins and call on the mercy of God.

Now remember that most Jews in the Old Testament and in even in Jesus’ life assumed that if bad things happen it was because of some sin they had committed. 
Sometimes this is true. The drug addict gets hepatitis b from a dirty needle. The adulterer gets a STD. The thief goes to jail.

Also we should remember neither Job nor his friends know of the conversation between Satan and God. 
They don’t realize that Satan was behind Job’s suffering.

After listening to his friends go on and on, Job maintains that he has done nothing to confess. From chapters 26 to 31 Job claims of self-righteousness shuts his three friends up. 

Then in chapter 32 to 37, Elihu the younger speaks up. Elihu has listen to Job and his friends go back and forth and can take it no more.

He basically tells Job the issue he needs to concern himself with now is not the sin before his suffering but the sin he is committing in his suffering—pride and self-righteousness.

With that God finally speaks up and asks Job who are you to question me!

Where you there at the formation of the world? Where you the one who would instruct God?

Here’s the point of Job. We get to see the behind the scene exchange between God and Satan in this story.

But in life we are more like Job. Job never is told why any of the things that happened happened.  
God simply tells Job, I am God and you are not. But you are to trust me. 

God knows the beginning from the end. As Job says in his concluding remarks found in Job 42:2; “I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.”

Yes in this life it might seem that wicked people get away with their sin while good people sometimes suffer.

But God is God. The wicked will get theirs in due time.  And so will the righteous.
But for now we must trust God and His love for us.

So who can we blame? Well we can blame Adam and Eve for bringing sin into the world. 

We can blame Satan for his ongoing war against God and His people.

Sometimes we have to take responsibility for our own sin. Confess, repent, and turn from them, and at times live with the consequences of our sin.

But here’s the real question. It’s not why suffering and evil happens, it’s not even who’s to blame. But the real question is:
IV. How am I going to respond to my suffering?
Even though you might not see it right now, you must trust that God is working his plans out in your life for your good and His glory.

If you allow it, God will use the trials and suffering in your life to strengthen your faith as Paul writes in Romans 5:3-4.
“Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 

I believe that the times in which you grow and learn the most about God is during your trials and hardships. 
The scriptures make it clear that the testing of your faith develops perseverance and perseverance develops character, it helps you grow in Christlikeness. 
I believe that as you look at the life of Job, you see that in the end he was more mature in his faith than he was before he lost everything. 
If you look to God he will use the things that happen in your life to change you, mold you and make you more like His son. 

They strengthen your faith produce Christ-like character in your life. 
Through your suffering you learn to depend totally on God and to be strengthened in your faith. 
Conclusion:
With the sin that Adam and Eve brought into the world also come the pains that we have to deal with here in this Earth. 
I wish I could give a better answer for why bad things happen. 
God is God and you have to trust in Him, in His goodness, in His perfect will.

This I know. God hates the pain and suffering you endure in this world.

He hates is so much that He sent his own Son into this world to live, to suffer, to die for you.

And here is where the truth that Jesus has overcome the world becomes clear. 

We will have trouble in this world but we can live with His peace, and that peace is proof that He has indeed overcome the world and won the war against evil.

Jesus brings life
The forgiveness of sin

The removal of guilt

The ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit in your life

The fruit of the Spirit.

The healing of wands from life and sin
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